UrP YOUR CREEK'!

ALAMEDA CREEK ALLIANCE NEWSLETTER

NEXT ALLIANCE MEETING

Tuesday, January 26, 7-9PM
Centemnvile Pubiic Lbrary
3101 Nicolet Averve in Fremont

Diractions: From DeCoto Rd. (Hwy. 84) take
Fremond Blvd. soufh, furn left on Nicolef.

We meet the last Tuesday of each month

v the Janudry meeting, Gordon Becker will give o
Jk and slide show on the Ecology of Steelhead
ind his recornmendations for a fish ladder. A [ocal
iologist will talk cbout the impacts of catlle grazing
n r;uhve grassiands and wildife ond answer
uestions

"LOSY' LOCAL STEELHEAD

t December of 1997, when d lone steelhead was
wind dving In Alameda Creek, o Fish and Game
wakesperson called it ¢ "lost” fish, that “strayed up
1e wrong creek”, After 20-60 wild steelhead were
»otted below the drop structure last March, it
ecame obvious we are not dedling with stroy fish.
n clips from 10 of the wild steelhead netted and
wved over barriers [ast vear were sent fo Jennifer
eilsen, ¢ premier fish geneticist at Hopkins Marine
1b in Carmmel. The results are in, and our fish are
st closely related to populations in Lagunifas
reek in Marin and Ten Mile Creek - in other words,
cal, wild, cenfral California cogst steslhead.
1ese fish are exactly where they belong - in
lameda Creek, where they spawned for millennia
efore diversions and dams destroved their run.

scords from the Water District and Fish and Game
1ow that fish runs also occurredin 1974 and 1984, 1t

possible that native juvendle tfrout are flushing out

sccasiondlly fromn the upper creek and refurning s
1adromous steslhead. If barriers are removed or
h laddets bullt, these fish will be able to reach
awhing habitat, and the run will eventuclly restore
welf. To stote clearly for the last time: these are

otive fish, afrempiing to refum fo spawn in their

live habitat. cndihevdesewepmiechon'
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o Fleﬂm NEWS

Jeff Miller has been attending the meetings of the
Lower Alameda Creek Ad Hoc Stewardship
Commiltee ds a representative of the Alameda
Creek Alliance. This lower watershed stakeholder's
group is ako attended by representatives from the
Alameda County Flood Control District {ACFCD),

~ Alameda County Water District (ACWD), Army

Corps of Engineers (ACE), and each of the Tri-Cities,

Federal funding is ovailable through ACE Section
1135 for ervironmental restoration of previous Corps
projects. Construction of fish ladders in the flood
confrol channel, past the concrete drop structure
owned by ACFCD angd the three inflafable dams
owned by ACWD, could be eligible for 75% federal
funding undsr Section 1135, We plan to submit a
restorafion proposal to the Army Corps through the
Stewardship Committee. A firg draft of this proposal
will be available at the next committes meeting on
January 27. The Stewardship Committee meets at
10 AM, in Roormn 300, at 951 Turner Court in Hayward,

YOUR LETTERS NEEDED

Write to ACFCD and ACWD and urge them fo be
the local sponsaritg agency for the Secﬂon 1135
proposdl;
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DEAD KING SALMON FOUND

A decomposed 30° king salmon wos found in the
fiood control channel Thanksgiving week. This is
the third consecufive vedr that king salmon have
been found in the creek. These fish may be strays
from the run on the Guaddlupe River in San Jose.
attempting to re-colonize Alameda Creek

SUNOL DEVELOPMENT ALERT

The proposed Sunol! Valley Agricultural
hancement Program now before the Alameda
County Planning Commisslon would re-zone
existing ranchland surrounding Sunol fo aflow
subdivisions, The "enhancement® is redlly o
development plan which will credgte 20-acre
“ranchettes”, with token vinevards or orchards
planted around multi-million dolicr homes,

This proposal is the first step toward wholesgle
development of the Sunol areq. If it succeeds, the
damuage wiil be irreversible. The rural character of
the land surrounding Sunol and crifical wildlife
habitat in the upper Alameda Creek watershed will
suffer. If we kill the zoning change, we ¢can work
foward o more fasting solution, perhaps through
geguisition of these ranch londs into park land or
through strengthening the courty General Plan to
prevent future development,

Pledse write to the Planhing Cbmmission now
before the qusstion moves beyond "if"and info
“when" building will be allowed. Write fo:

JOETIeS SOTCnsen
Alomeda County Planning Direclor
399 Bmbwsst Shreet
Hayward, CA 9544

If you have any questions about the proposal or
any ideas how 1o preserve the naturdal beauty of
this land, contaet Lomce Posrowr of (925) 862-0620,

MAILING LIST UPDATE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO STAY ON THE MAILING LIBT TO
RECEVE UP YOUR CREE! AND HAVENOT ATTENDED A
RECENT MEETING, PLEASE RETURN THE ENCLOSED
POSTCARD. INGLUDE YOUR CORRECT RETURN ADDRESS
AND A 20 CENT STAMP.

N

S.F. BAY SAVERSG

The map of the Alameda Creek Watershed was
drawn by Patti Balch for the Alameda County
Resource Conservation District (ACRCD). It is used
in the S.F. Bay Savers watershed education
program, which visits 200 fourth grade classrooms
in Alameda County each vear. S.F. Bay Savers is
funded by the Alameda Countywide Clean Water
Frogram and is part of the ACRCD's efforts to
enhdance and protect the health of local
watersheds and the S.F. Bay. For info. about this
program, cdll Chiisfie Johnson ot (925)938-7467 x42.

ACA MISSION STATEMENT

The Alameda Creek Alliance is o community
watershed group dedicated fo preserving and
restoring the notural ecosystemns of the Alamedda
Creek drainage basin. We are primarily concerned
with protecting and improving habitat for local
species that are native to the area. Threatened
and endangered species are our first priorify.

Qur inifial efforts will be to help restore runs of
steethead frout and satmon attermpting to ascend
the creek to spawn. Our goal is to ensure seif-
sustaining runs of these fish. We will work to remove
or moedify barriers Yo fish migration and to supply
adegquale water flows for spawning. rearing and
out-migration of juvenile smolis o the Bay., '

Once these issues are resolved, we will work to
restore and enhance fish habitat, improve water
quality and prevent the habitat loss and
degradation caused by development, grozing.
cnd channelizaticon of stredms... We will monitor
the public agencies invoilved in management of
the creek to ensure that they comply with existing
environmental laws and protect the public frust, by
providing for protection of fish and wildlife.
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Alameda Creek Alliance
P.O. Box 192
Canyon, CA 94516

(510) 8454675
web site: hilp-/ Jwwwiformulate.com J alamedaCreek
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MEET _YOUR NEIGHBORS

Alameda Whipsnake

The Alameda whipsnake, dalso known ds fhe '

Alameda striped racer, is o rapidly vanishirng local
species, which only occirs in coastal scrub and
chaparral habitots of Contra Costa ond Alamedyg
Counties. It is a sooty black color with distinct
yellow-orange racing stripe down each side. This
slender, extrernely fost-moving snake holds its
head high off the ground 1o peer over gross or
rocks cs it hunts for lizards, small mammals, other
snakes and birds. Whipsnakes prefer open-
canopy stands and habitats with woody debris and
rock outcroppings., and can occupy d home
range of 5 1o 20 acres,

The whipshake was listed as o federally threatened
species in 1997, since there are only five significart
snaoke populafions left. Two of these are in the
Alameda Creek watershed - the Sunol-Cedar
Mountain and the Hayward-Pleasanton Ridge
populations. The main threats to the habitat of the
Alameda whipsnake are urban development and
associated impacts due o increased numbers of
people, inappropriate grazing practices, and
alteration of suitable habital from fire suppression.,

The potential for genetic interchange between the
Sunol-Cedar and the Hdyward-Pledsanton
populations depends on the ability of shakes to
disperse dlong Alameda Creek and cross under
Hwy. 680, or under the highwoy gt Scott's Corner
along Vallecitos Creek. These dispersal routes
may be threatened by proposed gravel guarry
expansions in Suno! Valley,

Whipsnake populations in Dublin and Pleasanton
are threatened by housing developments and
associated human impacts. Snake populations on
San Francisco Water Dept. land and on East Bay
Regional Park land in 3unol and Ohlone
Wildernesses, along upper Alameda Creek, and
around Del Valle, are subject to impacts from
improper grazing practices. Livestock grazing that
sighificantly reduces or eliminates shruly and grass
cover can be detrimental to this snake.
Whipsnakes avoid such open areas because of

. the increosed danger from predafors and the lack

of prey.

California Red-legged Frog
Kana aurcwa draytorii

" @R. stebbins
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The celebrated Calaveras jumping frog of Mark
Twin farme is none other than the California red-
legged frog. It i the largest natlve frog in the
western U.S, ranging from 1 1/2 1o b inches in length.
The abdomen and hind legs of aduls dre largely
red. it is found primarily in wetlands and streams in
cocstal drainages of central California.

Habitat loss and atteration, over-collecting {for
gating!) and introduction of non-hative predators
(infroduced bulifrogs are a major predator) led to .
the red-egoed frog's decline in the early to mid-
1900s. Urbanization, stream channslization,
reservoir consfruction, over-grozing and
prolonged drought have decimated the frog to the
point where it was declored o federally thredtened
species in 1996, This. amphibicgn haos beehn
sliminated from 70% of its former range.

Red-legged frogs persist in tThe Alameda Cresk
watershed in the Del Valle area, upper Alameda
Creek, and dglong Pleasanton Ridge.
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oteelnead lrout

Oncorhynchus mykiss

Ocean Adult

Steelhead trout can be found from scuthern
California to the Alaska Panhandle, with the
major spawning grounds centered between
northern Oregon and northern British
Colombia, in coastal rivers and streams, as
well as tributaries to major river systems.
The Guadalupe River and San Francisquito
Creek support steelhead runs in the south
S.F. Bay, and Lagunitas Creek in Marin and
saveral streams in San Mateo county support
coastal runs.

After spawning, many aduit steelhead trout
go back to the sea and some (between 30-60%)

return to fresh water after recuperation to

spawn a second time - unlike Pacific saimon
which die after their first and only spawning,

Young steelthead live for one or iwo
(occasionally three) full years in fresh water
before traveling to the sea as "smolts". This
migration takes place in sprmg Normaily,
two or more summers are spent in the Pacific
Ocean before the fish seek their spawning
streams at the age of four or five years.

Steelhead trout can remain in fresh water as
resident, or "rainbow" trout - the fish are
genetically identical, but never leave the
_stream_environment. Offspmng of rainbow

Spawning Mzle

- which may be what is occurring in Alameda
Creek, and offspring of steelhead trout can
stay in the stream as resident fish.

Mature steethead usually weigh eight to nine
pounds, but sometimes reach 36 pounds. The
steelhead in Alarneda Creek weighed five to
seven pounds. |

Steelhead spawn in late winter or spring in

both large and small streams. They may enter

fresh water shortly before the eggs are

deposited or they may arrive weeks or

months before the spawning act. In a given

water course, the timing of steethead runs

usually follow an established pattern year

after year. Winter, spring and summer runs
can sometirmes be distinguished.

Steelhead runs of 20-60 fish have been

documented in March of 1998, in 1984, and
three runs in 1974, the year the second
ACWT) inflatable dam was built. Local
fishermen netted and hand carried
individual steelhead over the dams
throughout the 1980s. 150 juvenile steelhead,
or "fry" were raised from eggs rescued in
March of 1998, and were released in good
condition in upper Alameda Creek in Sunol
Regional Wilderness. . :




Chinook Salmon o

Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

Chinook salmon, oftent called "king" salmon
when they exceed 30 pounds, spawn in large
rivers from. California to Alaska. The
Sacramento and Eel Rivers supported the
largest numbers of chinook in central
California, before dams and water diversions
decimated the runs. In the south S.F. Bay, the
Guadalupe River currently has an annual
run of 500-1000 returning aclult chinocok.

After hatching, chinook remain in fresh
water for varying lengths of time depending
upon water temperature. In southern areas,
some migrate after three months in fresh
water while others may remain for up to a
year. Chinook are known to migrate vast
distances in salt water and are found sparsely
distributed throughout the Pacific Ocean
from California to the Gulf of Alaska.

The age of chincok adults returning to
spawn varies from two to seven years. Three,
four, and five-year old fish are most

o} cean Adult

common in southern streams, while five
and six year old fish are more abundant
farther north. Many river systems have mare
than one stock of chinook, some rivers have
spring, fall and winter runs.

At full growth, chinook salmon wvary
between five to 30 pounds and may reach 58
inches in length. The world record chinook
is 126 pounds.

25 Chinook salmon were found dying in
rapidly drying puddles in Alameda Creek
below the drop structure in November of
1996. Most of these fish were rescued by East
Bay Regional Park biologists and moved
upstream. [t is unknown whether any of
these fish successfully spawned.

One dying and two dead chinook were found
in the Alameda Creek flood control channel
in Naovember 1997 and one dead chinook
was found in November 1998,
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